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Why Did Revolution Occur in Russia in  
March 1917?  

Á/ȊŀǊǎ ƘŀŘ ƳŀŘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŦƻǊƳǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻƻ ŦŜǿ ǘƻ ŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
tensions.  

ïAlexander I created a Duma, or legislature, to give more power to 
the nobles and freed the serfs. 

ïAfter his assassination, Alexander II, disbanded the Duma. 

ïNicholas II once again formed the Duma, but disbanded it when 
they began to criticize the monarchy. 

ÁMuch of the majority peasant population endured stark poverty.  

ÁRevolutionaries worked to hatch radical plots. 

ÁWorld War I was producing disasters on the battlefield for the 
Russian army, and food and fuel shortages on the home front.  

ÁwŀǎǇǳǘƛƴΩǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎ ǿŜŀƪŜƴŜŘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ 
the government.  
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Why Did Lenin and the Bolsheviks Launch the 
November Revolution? 

Lenin adapted Marxist ideas to fit Russian 
conditions. He called for an elite group to 
lead the revolution and set up a 
άŘƛŎǘŀǘƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƭŜǘŀǊƛŀǘΦέ  
 
Conditions were ripe for Lenin and the 
Bolsheviks to make their move: 
 

Á The provisional government continued 
the war effort and failed to deal with 
land reform. 

Á In the summer of 1917, the government 
launched a disastrous offensive against 
Germany.  

Á The army was in terrible shape and 
growing numbers of troops mutinied. 

Á Peasants seized land and drove off 
fearful landlords.  
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Vladimir Lenin leader of 
the Bolsheviks 



Russian Civil War  

How did the Communists defeat their 
ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǿŀǊΚ 
 
Á Lenin quickly made peace with Germany so that  

the Communists could focus all their energy on 
defeating enemies at home.  

Á ¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǎǘǎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŀ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǿŀǊ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǎƳΦέ ¢ƘŜȅ ǘƻƻƪ ƻǾŜǊ ōŀƴƪǎΣ ƳƛƴŜǎΣ 
factories, and railroads, took control of food 
produced by  peasants, and drafted peasant 
laborers into military or factory work.  

Á Trotsky turned the Red Army into an effective 
fighting force. 

Á When the Allies intervened to support the Whites, 
the Communists appealed to nationalism and urged 
Russians to drive out the foreigners.  
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Leon Trotsky in 
1918. 



Trotsky with troops at the Polish front, 1919. 



Turning Points in Russia, 1914ς1921 
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1914 August World War I begins. 

1917 March  Revolution forces the czar to abdicate.  
  A provisional government is formed run by Duma.  

         April Lenin returns to Russia. 

         July Russians suffer more than 50,000 casualties in battle against  
  German and Austro-Hungarian forces. 

        November A second revolution results in Bolshevik takeover of government. 

        December Bolshevik government seeks peace with Germany. 

1918 March Russia signs treaty of Brest-Litovsk, losing a large amount of  
  territory. 

         July Civil war between the Reds and Whites begins.   
  The czar and his family are executed. 

        August British, American, Japanese, and other foreign forces intervene in 
  Russia. 

1921 March Communist government is victorious. Only sporadic fighting  
  continues. 



The Communist State Under Lenin 

The Communists produced a new constitution that: 

Á set up an elected legislature, later called the Supreme Soviet 

Á gave all citizens over 18 the right to vote 

Á placed all political power, resources, and means of production in 
the hands of the workers and peasants  
 

The new government united much of the old Russian empire in 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), or Soviet 
Union. 

Lenin adopted the New Economic Policy, or NEP. 

Á It allowed some capitalist ventures.  

Á The state kept control of banks, foreign trade, and large industries. 
Small businesses were allowed to reopen for private profit.  
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Soviet Union, 1917ς1938 
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{ǘŀƭƛƴΩǎ CƛǾŜ-Year Plans 

ÁStalin brought all economic activity under government control.  
The Soviet Union  developed a command economy, in which 
government officials made all basic economic decisions.  
 

ÁStalin also brought agriculture under government control.  He 
forced peasants to give up their land and live on either state-
owned farms or collectives, large farms owned and operated by 
peasants as a group.  
 

ÁOverall, standards of living remained poor.  Wages were low, and 
consumer goods were scarce.  

Once in power, Stalin set out to make the Soviet Union a modern 
ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ǇƻǿŜǊΦ  IŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ άŦƛǾŜ-ȅŜŀǊ Ǉƭŀƴǎέ 
aimed at building heavy industry, improving transportation, and 
increasing farm output. 
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The Great Purge 

ÁAt least four million people were 
purged during the Stalin years.  

Á¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊƎŜǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ {ǘŀƭƛƴΩǎ 
power.  

ÁThe victims of the purges 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
military leadership.  This loss of 
military leadership would weigh 
heavily on Stalin in 1941, when 
Germany invaded the Soviet 
Union.  

Stalin harbored obsessive fears that rival party leaders were 
plotting against him. In 1934, he launched the Great Purge. 
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Joseph Stalin 

1st General Secretary of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union 

In office 
3 April 1922 ï 5 March 1953 



Soviet Foreign Policy 

Between 1917 and 1939, the Soviet Union pursued two very 
different goals in foreign policy. 
 

As Communists, both Lenin and Stalin wanted to bring about the 
worldwide revolution that Marx had predicted.   

ÁLenin formed the Communist International, or Comintern, 
which aided revolutionary groups around the world. 

 

!ǎ wǳǎǎƛŀƴǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ōȅ 
winning the support of other countries.  

ÁThe Soviet Union sought to join the League of Nations.  
 

The /ƻƳƛƴǘŜǊƴΩǎ propaganda against capitalism made western 
powers highly suspicious of the Soviet Union. 
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A Totalitarian State 

Stalin turned the Soviet Union into 
a totalitarian state. In this form of 
government, a one-party 
dictatorship attempts to regulate 
every aspect of the lives of its 
citizens.  

Á To ensure obedience, Stalin used 
secret police, censorship, violent 
purges, and terror. 

Á The party bombarded the public 
with relentless propaganda. 

Á The Communists replaced religion 
with their own ideology. 
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Nikolai Yezhov, the young man walking 
with Stalin in the top photo from the 1930s, 
was shot in 1940. Following his death, 
Yezhov was edited out of the photo by 
Soviet censors. Such retouching was a 
common occurrence during Stalin's rule. 



Meeting in a prison cell, an illustration by 
Eufrosinia Kersnovskaya 

Eufrosinia Antonovna Kersnovskaya 
(January 8, 1908 ς March 8, 1994) was 
a Russian woman who spent 12 years 
in Gulag camps and wrote her memoirs 
in 12 notebooks, 2,200,000 characters, 
accompanied with 680 pictures. 

She wrote 3 copies of the work. In 1968 
her friends typed samizdat copies, 
repeating the pictures on the back 
sides of the sheets. Excerpts from the 
work were first published in Ogonyok 
and Znamya magazines in 1990, as well 
as in The Observer (June 1990). After 
that, German and French publications 
followed. Finally, in 2001 the complete 
text, in 6 volumes, was published in 
Russia. 



Entering Gulag (a leaf from Eufrosinia 
Kersnovskaya's notebook) 



Changes in Soviet Society 
 

The Communists transformed Russian life. 
 

ÁThey created a society where a few elite groups 
emerged as a new ruling class.   
 

ÁThe state provided free education, free medical 
care, day care for children, inexpensive housing, 
and public recreation.  
 

ÁWomen were granted equality under the law.  
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State Control and the Arts 

Stalin forced artists and 
writers to conform to a 
style called socialist 
realism. Its goal was to 
boost socialism by 
showing Soviet life in a 
positive light.  

Socialist realism often 
glorifies the roles of the 
poor. 

Government controlled 
what books were 
published, what music 
was heard, and which 
works of art were 
displayed. 

Writers, artists, and 
composers faced 
government 
persecution.  
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Worker and Kolkhoz Woman 
sculpture in Moscow (1935-

37) 
"Miner" by Boris 
Vladimirski 

Mosaic by Walter Womacka in Eisenhüttenstadt 


