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In small groups, find evidence to support 
the following thesis statements. 

1. Justinian was an autocrat. 

2. Women could attain positions of power and 
influence in the Byzantine Empire. 

3. Religious differences divided Byzantine Christians 
from Roman Catholics. 

4. The Byzantine empire preserved the achievements 
of earlier civilizations and influenced later 
civilizations. 



The Byzantine Empire and Russia 

 After the fall of Rome, the Greco-Roman 
heritage survived in the Byzantine empire for 
1000 years. Byzantine civilization shaped the 
developing cultures of Russia and Eastern 
Europe. 



Growth of the Byzantine Power  

Á The Byzantine empire centered around Constantinople, was the 
Roman Empire, not just the continuation of it in the East. 

Á The Byzantine empire served as a center of world trade and a buffer 
between Western Europe,  and the Arab empire. 

Á Emperor Constantine rebuilt the city of Byzantium in A.D. 330, 
renaming it Constantinople. 

Á The city of Constantinople developed a uniquely Greek or Byzantine 
character as early as during the reign of Diocletian from 284 to 305. 

ÁWhen Rome was seized by the Goths, the Byzantine empire 
continued as before, believing themselves to be the Roman Empire. 

ÁOver the centuries Byzantium evolved into a very different 
civilization. 
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Why was Constantinople so successful? 

Á It was located in the center of a 
trade route from Africa to the 
Balkans and Europe to the East, 
ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ōǳǎƛŜǎǘ 
marketplace. 

Á It was easily defensible, located 
on an isthmus, surrounded on 
three sides by water. 

Á Land and sea walls bolstered 
defenses. 

Map of Constantinople (1422) by 

Florentine cartographer Cristoforo 

Buondelmonti is the oldest surviving 

map of the city, and the only one 

which antedates the Turkish conquest 

of the city in 1453. 



Constantinople in the Byzantine Period 



The Age of Justinian 
Justinian ruled the Byzantine empire from 
527 to 565.  During his reign, Justinian 
Á recovered provinces that had been previously 

overrun by invaders in the Goth Wars. 

        The Byzantine empire reached its greatest size 
 under Justinian. 

Á launched a program to beautify Constantinople.          

        The church of Hagia Sophia improved  on 
 earlier Roman buildings. 

Á reformed the law. 

           WǳǎǘƛƴƛŀƴΩǎ /ƻŘŜ was a model for medieval 
 monarchs, the Roman Catholic Church, 
 and later legal thinkers.  

Á used the law to unite the empire under his 
control 

        Justinian ruled as an autocrat, or sole  ruler 
 with complete authority. He also had power 
 over the Church.  

 

 

Emperor Justinian, 

Mosaic from church in 

Ravenna 



Byzantine Empire to 1000 



The Quest for Silk 
Á Silk from China was rare 

and difficult to get, due to 
wars in Asia. 

Á Persia, who controlled the 
Silk Road, levied high 
taxes. 

Á Byzantine Emperor 
Justinian tries to open new 
trade routes, without 
success. 

Á He was able to obtain 
smuggled silkworm eggs 
and by the 700s, state-
owned silk factories fed a 
growing silk industry. 

Four of the most important Ÿ 

domesticated silk worms, 

together with their adult moth 

forms, Meyers Konversations- 

Lexikon (1885-1892) 

ŶSilk filaments 

being unraveled 

from silk 

cocoons, 

Cappadocia, 

Turkey, 2007. 

Silk Cocoon ŷ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Meyers_b14_s0826a.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/df/Bombyx_mori_Cocon_02.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/aa/Turkeye.Urg%C3%BCp02.jpg


The Age of Justinian 

ÁBuilt the church of Hagia 
{ƻǇƘƛŀ όάIƻƭȅ ²ƛǎŘƻƳέύΦ 

ÁLarge dome was considered 
the greatest achievement in 
Christendom. 

Exterior view of the Hagia Sophia. 
Photo by David Bjorgen 

Virgin and Child with 12th-cent Byzantine rulers. Photo © Helen Betts 

Hagia Sophia, built by emperor 

Justinian I in the 6th century AD 



Empress Theodora 

Theodora mosaic in the 

church in Ravenna 

ÁEmpress Theodora served as advisor, co-ruler, to Justinian and 
helped women gain more rights. 

ÁShe also helped              
Justinian keep his           
empire by refusing                to 
leave the city of               
Constantinople             
during the Nica Riots. 

ÁShe helped women              
gain more legal rights. 



Heraclius I 
Á Heraclius I (610 ς 641) rescued the 

empire from the financial ruin 
ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ WǳǎǘƛƴƛŀƴΩǎ ƛƭƭ-fated 
attempt to retake Italy. 

Á From the east the Persian Empire 
under the Sassanid Dynasty 
threatened to overwhelm Asia 
Minor. 

Á From the West, German, Slavic, and 
Mongolian peoples pressed into 
Greece and the Balkans. 

Á Heraclius allowed a group of Huns 
to settle the Balkans to protect the 
western border, while he focused 
on Persia, finally defeating them. 

Sassanid King Khosrau II submitting to 

Emperor Heraclius (titled as Rex due to 

the existence of the Catholic Holy 

Roman Empire), from a plaque on a 

12th century French cross 
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